
Stash the Trash 
Engage in Learning by 
Participating in Living 

From the minister: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a rainy Saturday morning last month, small 
groups of people gathered all over Ames to pick up 
trash. Thomas, our 15-year-old son, and I met up 
with several members of the Fellowship’s Coming of 
Age group and their mentors in the Fellowship 
parking lot. Some of us were bedecked in rain coats, 
and others were less well-attired for the weather, but 
we all grabbed plastic garbage bags (tucking a 
couple extras in our pockets) and gardening gloves 
and set off in search of trash to stash. 

The plan was to head south toward Lincoln Way, 
filling our bags as we went. The first stop was at the 
corner of our parking lot. There was an amazing 
amount of trivial refuse there: wrappers, cigarette 
butts, and empty cans mixed in among the leaves. 
Throughout the morning, I was surprised at how 
much garbage was lurking in spots I had never 
noticed, despite passing them on a daily basis. This 
could be because I usually pass these places in a car, 
sealed off from the realities of the environment. It 
could also be because I too often only notice the 
surface of the world around me, not bothering to 
look more deeply into the life that’s there. Whatever 
the reason, this was an awakening. 

As we soaked in more of the early spring rain, 
one group crossed the street searching the periphery 
of Pammel Woods, while the other group continued 
on the west side of Hyland. Some of the finds our 
youth made were amazing. They found a bicycle, a 
frying pan, and enough bits and pieces from a car to 
think that one had gradually disintegrated as it rolled 
down the hill. 

This annual event, sponsored by The Tribune, 
may seem to be about beautifying our town by 
cleaning up after ourselves, but it’s really about 
much more. It mirrors one of the aspects of our 
religious education program that is based on the 
philosophy of Unitarian educator John Dewey: the 
belief that we learn by doing. Our beliefs don’t 
become real until they are acted on. We don’t really 
understand what it means to care for the earth until 
we are about the task of doing so. Such acts shift our 
reality, taking an awareness of the head or heart and 
moving it into our very bones. Such an embodied 
knowing is the source of strength, of comfort, of 
courage. It doesn’t happen just for young people; in 
each stage of life, we engage in learning by 
participating in living.  continued, page 3, BRIAN 
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Sunday, May 6, 10 a.m. only, followed by annual mee ting  

Ten Years Ago the Rev. Brian Eslinger 
SPECIAL MUSIC: BRIAN ESLINGER, BARB EVENSON, TOM RUSSELL 

It was ten years ago this month that I became the ministerial 
candidate for the Fellowship. I’ll take a few moments to 
reflect, and then I’ll open up the program to your questions. 

 
Sunday, May 13, 9 & 11 a.m.  

Fine Arts Program 
the Rev. Brian Eslinger and Peggy Earnshaw 

ALL-CONGREGATIONAL 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: FELLOWSHIP YOUTH 

Celebrate Mother’s Day with the arts! Performances and 
creations from many arts will be featured on this special 
Sunday. We will also recognize our graduating high school 
seniors during the second service. 

 
Sunday, May 20, 9 & 11 a.m.  

Eating: To Devour the Interdependent 
Web or To Nourish It? 

the Rev. Charlotte Shivvers 
The relationship to food has long been a sacred matter, from 
Jewish kosher practice to the Islamic ban on pork. How does 
our religion direct our relation to food? What do UU 
principles and practice direct beyond support for potlucks 
and coffee hours? And how is it changing? This sermon 
evolved from one that won the Schweitzer Award at General 
Assembly in 2004. The Rev. Shivvers is Minister Emerita of 
the Sepulveda Unitarian-Universalist Society in Los 
Angeles and has served as interim minister at churches in 
Kansas City and Omaha. Now retired, she and her husband, 
Bob Baker, live near Knoxville, Iowa, on the farm where 
she was born. 

 

Transition to summer schedule, 10 a.m. only 
 
Sunday, May 27, 10 a.m. only  

Spirit of Life: a Choral Service 
Fellowship Voices, directed by Erv Luedders 

ALL-CONGREGATIONAL 
SPECIAL MUSIC: ED CARBREY, BARB EVENSON, CAROLYN HEISING 

We gather to nourish our spirits. Asking for spirit. 
Supporting individual concerns. Supporting the love of 
couples. Longing for spirit in our life. Examining our lives. 
Looking for acceptance. Singing to our spirit. Looking for 
beauty in life. Finding beauty in our country. Finding 
comfort. Becoming alive. Proceeding in spirit.



 

May 2007  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

2-3 office Staff meeting 
 
 
7-9 YR 
 Skadberg Science Circle 

2 
2-3 TR Publicity Comm. 
5:30 potluck,Conversations 
 
7-9 YR High School Grp 
7:30-9 FH 
 Fellowship Voices 

3 
 
 
4-5 FH Kinetic Spirits 
 
5:30-7 pm Lib 
 DYCM Search Committee 

4 
1:15-3 FH Recorders 
3:30-5 TR Partner Church 
 
7 pm: Celebration 

of Ministry  

5 
 

6 
9-9:50 am Fshp Voices 
11 am FH 
 UUFA Annual Meeting 
 
1:30-5:30 FR 
 Helm Graduation rental 
6-7 FH Mindful/Meditate 

7 
 
 
 
7-9 TR W’s Book Grp 

8 
 
2-3 office Staff meeting 
5-6 pm TR UUFA AMOS 
 
7-9 TR W’s Spirituality 
7-9 YR Hospitality III 
 

9 
5:30-7 pm FR,Kit (potluck) 
 Planning: Sustainability 
 Sunday program 
7-9 TR Board of Directors 
7:30-9 FH 
 Fellowship Voices 

10 
 
 
4-5 FH Kinetic Spirits 
 
 

11 
 
1:15-3 FH Recorders 
3-4 TR AMOS Youth & 
 Education Team 
5:30-6 FH Vespers 
 

12 
9:30-noon  Library Comm 
10-11:30 TR SMPC 
1-3 pm FH,FR 
 youth play dress rehearsal 
 

13 
10:10-10:50  Fshp Voices 
12:15-2:15 TR,Nur,RE 
 Childcare training 
 
6-7 FH Mindful/Meditate 

14 
 
 
1:30-3 TR Daytime Circle 
 
7-9 DBML Writing Group 

15 
 
2-3 office Staff meeting 
 
7-9 YR 
 Skadberg Science Circle 

16 
 
7-9 YR High School Grp 
7:30-9 FH 
 Fellowship Voices 

17 
 
 
 
4-5 FH Kinetic Spirits 
 

18 
1:15-3 FH Recorders 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
10:10-10:50  Fshp Voices 
 
 
4-5:30 YR Cons. Knitters 
6-7 FH Mindful/Meditate 
7-9 TR Historical Jesus 

21 
 
 
 
7-9 TR WOW 

22 
 
2-3 office Staff meeting 
 
7-9 TR W’s Spirituality 
7-9 YR 
 Campus Ministry Comm. 

23 
 
6-8 pm FR Music Potluck 
 & Visioning Meeting 
7:30-9 FH 
 Fellowship Voices 

24 
 
 
4-5 FH Kinetic Spirits 
 

25 
1:15-3 FH Recorders 

26 
 

27 
 
12:30-5:30 FH,FR 
 Kanevski recital 
 
6-7 FH Mindful/Meditate 

28 
 
 
 
 
7-9 pm TR Prairie Sage 

29 
 

2-3 office Staff meeting 
 

30 
 
 

31 
 
 
4-5 FH Kinetic Spirits 
 

June 1 
 
1:15-3 FH Recorders 
3:30-5 TR Partner Church 

2 
9-10:30 FH,FR 
 RE Chalice Painting 
 
  
 
7-9 pm FH,FR,Kit 
 COA Recognition 

deadline for newsletter 

ground floor key: DBML=Dustin Berger Memorial Library, YR=Youth Room 
middle floor key: FH=Fellowship Hall, FR=Fireside Room, Kit=Kitchen, TR=Tower Room 
upper floor key: RE-north=Potter room (pink), RE-east=Emerson room (blue), RE-south=Barton & Channing rooms 

9 & 11 a.m. 
Services 

Service at  
10 am only 

9 & 11 a.m. 
Services 

Note that the Prairie Flower Preschool is in RE-south 
from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on weekdays. 

The Noon Group is meets in the Fireside Room from 
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please respect their privacy 
during this time and curtail your visits to the main 
floor, including the kitchen and stairway to the top 
floor. 

Thursday 7pm – Friday 3 pm 
District YAC :Boone Planning Committee 

Service at  
10 am only 

MEMORIAL DAY 
office closed 
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Special Events during May at the UUFA  
 

May 4: Celebration of Ministry, 7 p.m.  
At 7 p.m. Friday, May 4, join your Fellowship friends to, among 
other things, say goodbye to both Dawn and Benette as they move 
on to other opportunities. Please RSVP to the Fellowship office 
and indicate the number of adults, the number of children needing 
child care, and whether or not you can provide an appetizer. 
 

 May 6: Annual Meeting, 11 a.m.  
 

May 8: Hospitality Workshop, 7 p.m.  
Come to the Youth Room Tuesday, May 8, from 7 to 9 p.m., for 
the third part of the Hospitality Workshop that began in March. 
We will continue exploring what a concerted effort at religious 
hospitality can mean to our congregation. The discussion will be 
based on the DVD produced by the Jefferson Unitarian Church in 
Golden, Colo. We’ll provide a synopsis of the material already 
covered, so come even if you weren’t able to attend the first 
sessions. In fact, you’ll be even more welcome for the new ideas 
that you can bring to the table. For more information, please 
contact the Rev. Brian Eslinger or Cindy Scholten. 
 

May 11: UUFA Vespers, 5:30 p.m.  
Take a Quiet Walk on a Beach 

Coordinated by Cathy Nelson 
 

May 13: Fine Arts Sunday, 9 & 11 a.m.  
2007 Annual Youth Fine Arts Celebration 

During each of the services Sunday, May 13, young UUFA artists 
will be featured in multimedia programs coordinated by Brian 
Eslinger and Peggy Earnshaw. Since 1995, this annual event has 
engendered an appreciation for the young-at-art in our 
congregation. Artists may perform as soloists or with others of 
any age. So dust off your instruments, pull out the paints, don 
your duds, and create an experience to share with us all. You’re 
not musical? Doesn’t matter! We welcome all forms of self-
expression, including the graphic, literary, and theater arts. Please 
email Peggy Earnshaw by April 29. Include performer(s) name, 
type of performance, name of piece, composer or author, and 
whether or not an accompanist is needed. 
 

May 23: Music Potluck, 6 p.m.  
All those interested in the musical life of the Fellowship are 
invited to a potluck and brainstorming session Wednesday, 
May 23. It’s time to review the ideas we put in place after last 
fall’s meeting, see what’s working well and what needs to be 
changed, and come up with even more brilliant ideas. You do not 
need to be a performer or even read music to attend. The potluck 
will begin at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 23, and the meeting will 
start at about 6:45. You are welcome to join us for the meeting 
only or for both supper and meeting. Questions? See or call Barb 
Evenson. 

Other States, Other Events  
 

June 1: Jim Scott Concert 
UU artist and activist Jim Scott will be at the 
Minnesota Valley UU Fellowship, in 
Bloomington, Minn., Friday, June 1, at 
7:30 p.m. Jim is a well-known composer of 
UU music who has been appearing around the 
country for more than 20 years. If you wish to 
get on an advance ticket list ($10), please send 
a check made out to Minnesota Valley UU 
Fellowship, with “Jim Scott Concert” noted on 
the check. Tickets will be $12 at the door. Jim 
Scott’s Web site is www.JimScottMusic.com. 
 

July 29-Aug. 4: Camp LaForet 
Did you ever think about going to a UU 
summer camp? Why not trek to the UU Camp 
LaForet in Carbondale, Colo.? Located at the 
foot of Mt. Sopris between the hot springs in 
Glenwood Springs and the music festival in 
Aspen, Camp LaForet has activities for all: 
workshops and support groups for adults, a 
children’s program led by experts, and a 
special haven for teens and young adults. 
Workshops may include music, massage, 
yoga, poetry, drama, mindfulness, nutrition, 
dance, meditation, and more. Afternoons are 
free for hiking, rafting, trips to surrounding 
areas, massage, games, and the gifts you offer 
to share. Evenings feature such activities as 
Dances of Universal Peace, talent night, and 
the Friday Night Party. Come join in the fun! 
We’ll be celebrating Camp LaForet’s 50th 
anniversary in 2008! 
Please explore www.CampLaForet.com for 
more information or to register. 
 

continued from page 1, BRIAN 
On another note, our Director of Youth and 

Children’s Ministries, Benette Sherman, has 
taken the  position of Lifespan Religious 
Program Coordinator for the Northeast and 
New Hampshire/Vermont District. Our loss is 
a great gain for that district and for the larger 
Unitarian Universalist movement. Please 
congratulate Benette on the honor of being 
chosen for this position. We have created a 
small group to consider next steps, and you’ll 
find a position announcement on page 7 for an 
acting director for 2007-2008. Thanks for your 
continued support for our RE programs and 
patience as we make this transition. 

See you on Sunday. – Brian 
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From the director of youth and children’s ministries: 

Observations, Experiences, and a Goodbye 
Some of what I’ve witnessed in 16 years at the 

Fellowship: two building additions, redesigned RE 
space, child dedications, three youth trips to Boston, 
two youth mission trips, six children’s summer camps, 
the deaths of two children, many graduating seniors, a 
50th and a 60th anniversary of the Fellowship, the 
demise of the “South House,” Fellowship circles, 
extended families, 14 Board presidents, three 
ministers, seven Coming of Age programs, the creation 
of our Web site, office equipment for the DYCM, five 
babies born in one year, a RE teacher roster almost 
always filled, interfaith work through AMOS, a giant 
wolf spider in the office, youth scurrying to serve 
special suppers, folk musicians at the Mooncookie 
Concerts, creation of the Youth-Adult Committee, rain 
pouring from light fixtures during a Coming of Age 
ceremony, the old willow cut down, the planting of the 
peace pole .... 

And here are some other aspects of 16 years of my 
Fellowship life, transformative and irreplaceable: 
giving and receiving love and trust to and from our 
teens; mentoring by the elders of our Fellowship; a 
productive and meaningful working relationship with 
Brian, who has offered advice, counsel, wisdom, 
stories, insights, support, encouragement, and always a 
calm and caring presence; countless hugs from 
children and teens; the sharing of many personal 
stories; name-changing ceremonies for Coming of Age 
graduates; collaboration with and support from RE 
chairs/committees and youth workers; watching our 
kids grow up and teach in RE; the confidence you have 
had in me as a mentor for your children and a leader in 
the Fellowship. 

For all these experiences, I am forever grateful. With 
your trust, confidence, and support, I have grown and 
learned much about faith formation and the meaning of a 
beloved community. I have seen much that is good, true, 
and beautiful — in your commitment to UUism, to each 
other, and to the idea that “we need not think alike to love 
alike.” (Francis David) 

I have accepted the position of the NH/VT/ME district 
program consultant, a job that keeps me in the world of 
Unitarian Universalism and allows me to offer my 
experiences and knowledge of religious education to that 
district’s religious education professionals and 
congregations. I will be collaborating with a district 
executive, a small-church specialist, and the 
administrative specialist to contribute to the growth and 
vision/mission of each congregation. I’ll move to 
Concord, N.H., around July 19 and so will probably see 
my last day at the Fellowship in early July. This is a 
bittersweet decision — I look forward to the challenge of 
this new position and its possibilities, but I also grieve for 
friends, acquaintances, UU kids, and family whom I 
leave. I leave the expansive vistas and richness of the 
prairie for the inspiration of mountains and ocean. I leave 
the warm embrace of this community for the unknown 
and feel much like Frodo leaving the Shire. My memories 
of this place and all of you will be my companion on the 
new journey.  

May you continue to focus on the 
faith development of your children that is 
so necessary in a world crying for love, 
justice, and peace. 

– Benette 
 

 

Children & Youth Events for May / June  

May 2 Youth Group 
May 6 This is the annual business meeting, and we hope all members will attend. The Fellowship’s Sunday  
  10 a.m. to  morning schedule will change this day to one service at 10 a.m., followed by the annual meeting.  
  noon If the weather is nice, the child care providers and I will take the kids to Emma McCarthy Lee Park 

for games and snacks. If there is any reason your child cannot go to the park, please let me know. 
May 16 Youth Group 
May 19-20 Coming of Age retreat at the 4-H center 
May 20 Last day of regular RE classes 
May 27 One service at 10 a.m. with multi-age childcare provided for preschool through 6th grade. There are no 

planned activities for 7th-12th grade during the summer. Please encourage your teens to attend services. 
June 2 With the help of Kil’n Time Studio , we are going to paint and have fired beautiful ceramic chalices. 
  9 a.m. to The activity is open to everyone. Adults will pay $15/chalice (limit 20 adults). Children, K–6th grade 
  10 a.m. pay $10 (limit 40 children). Everyone who signs up needs to pre-pay $5. All signups must be made by 

May 13. (We need to preorder the chalices.) Watch for signup sheets on Sundays and turn in your $5. 
(Checks made out to “Kil’n Time.”) The remainder of the cost is due on the day of the event. If you 
have any questions, please ask Faith Winchester. 

June 3 Flower Communion: Bring flowers to share at this all-congregational service. 
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Request from Benette: 

Volunteers Needed 
The RE program is a cooperative one, 
which means “everyone takes a turn.” I 
hope you’ll consider sharing this 
ministry to children and youth by 
volunteering to teach RE or helping with 
the youth group. We especially need 
RE teachers at the 9 a.m. session. 
We’ve had a dynamic and successful RE 
program for many years, and I trust that 
you’ll all help during the transition time 
to work toward the vision and mission 
of religious education. Please contact 
Benette or Suzanne Zilber for more 
information. 
 

Summer RE: 

Super Summer 
Sundays 

During the summer months, we offer 
planned activities for children aged 
preschool through 6th grade. This 
summer we will use books by Eve 
Bunting, which focus on diversity, 
immigration, home, and family. Teens 
will implement the activities with an 
adult supervisor on site. Again, we will 
need volunteers for the adult position. 
Contact Benette for more information. 
Nursery care will still be provided for 
babies through 4 years. 
 

Boston-Bound Fundraiser 

Bottle & Can Drive 
Final Month! 

Thanks to all 
those who have 
graciously 
supported the 
Boston-Bound 
Youth with 
your bottle and 
can donations.  

May is the last month for this fundraiser. 
Please bring your rinsed redeemable 
bottles and cans and deposit them in the 
bin located downstairs by the coat rack. 
Items can be left until May 30. To 
arrange special pickup, contact Sue 
Barry. 

To Our Seniors  
To Braden Boydston from Jeanne & Roger Boydston 

To Thomas Keinert from Fritz and Ria Keinert 
To James Switzer from Cindy McLain 
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Green Corner: 

  300 Rally Against 
  Global Warming 

– Erv Klaas 
Thanks to all the UUs who joined the highly successful Step It Up 

march and rally in Ames April 14. An estimated 150 people met at the 
university’s power plant and heard a pep talk from Des Moines Mayor 
Frank Cownie, who is Iowa’s leading advocate of the U.S. Mayors’ 
Climate Protection Agreement. We then walked across town to the 
city’s power plant and Bandshell Park, where the crowd swelled to 
more than 300. Several bands entertained us while we talked to friends 
and politicians about global warming and the need to reduce 
greenhouse-gas emissions. We also heard from several noted speakers, 
including Iowa DNR director Richard Leopold, Ames Mayor Ann 
Campbell, Science & Environmental Health Network director Carolyn 
Raffensperger, city councilor Jim Popken, and ISU faculty member and 
wind-power expert Iver Anderson. 

“The debate about global warming is over,” said Julia Olmstead, 
organizer of the event and ISU graduate student. “And today a 
movement has begun to halt the most serious threat our planet has ever 
faced.” Ames mayor Ann Campbell spoke of the city’s long history of 
energy-conservation initiatives and commitment to environmental 
responsibility. “But we are not resting on our laurels,” Campbell said. 
“In the next five to seven years, we are committed to reducing our 
reliance on coal and raising our renewable-energy portfolio.” 

Participants in the event were photographed holding a large banner 
saying, “Step It Up Congress! Cut Carbon 80% by 2050!” This 
photograph will be sent to Washington, D.C., along with photos from 
more than 1,300 other Step It Up events in all 50 states, so that 
Congress can see that their constituents are demanding bold action. 

“The groundswell of support for this effort is incredible. This is 
truly a virile grassroots movement, organized mainly through word of 
mouth, email outreach among friends, and the online community,” said 
national Step it Up organizer Bill McKibben. “The enormous 
participation in today’s actions is a wake-up call to legislators from 
across the country. Their constituents are urgently demanding that 
America get on the path toward reducing carbon emissions, before it is 
too late.” 

Devin Hartman, president of the ISU student organization ActivUs, 
echoed McKibben’s enthusiasm about the new movement against 
global warming. “All this talk on energy conservation and alternative 
energy — none of it matters without the kind of human energy we’re 
experiencing today,” Hartman said. 

The Iowa Renewable Energy Association generated power for the 
rally from its model solar power station, and several local and statewide 
organizations offered concerned residents information on ways they 
can help reduce U.S. carbon emissions by 80 percent by 2050. 

Ames residents and UUFA members Susan and Fritz Franzen 
participated in one of these events in the little town of Springdale, 
Utah, at the entrance to Zion National Park. They reported that the 
mayor of Springdale gave an impressive talk to about 20 people. 
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Community Announcements:  

 
Golf for Habitat for Humani-TEE! 

Golf for Habitat for Humani-TEE First 
Annual Fundraiser on May 11 (silent 
auction to follow), sponsored by Ames 
Community Bank. Register for the Golf 
Outing at www.hfhci.org/brochure.pdf 
and/or donate to the Silent Auction with 
the form at www.hfhci.org/auction.doc. 
 

Ames Waldorf Association 
Come support the AWA at our Auction 

Gala Saturday, May 12, starting at 6:30 
p.m. at the UUFA. Wine tasting, great 
items to bid on, conversations with 
fascinating friends, and, best of all, you 
support your local Waldorf Association. 
 

National Alliance on Mental 
Illness of Central Iowa 

The annual garage-sale fundraiser at St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, 309 Colorado 
Ave., will be Aug. 10-11. Save your clean, 
good condition items to sell. No adult 
clothing, large appliances, dehumidifiers, 
or large furniture. And say “yes” when 
you’re asked to help. Organizers will need 
people to set up, to work during the sale, 
and to clean up! 
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Position Opening: 
 

Acting Director of Youth and Children's Ministries 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ames (Iowa) 

Full-time, year-round position offering competitive salary and excellent benefits. 
 
Start Date: July 1, 2007.  
 The Acting Director will serve during a year’s search for a permanent employee and may also apply for 

the permanent position. 
 
Our Congregation:  

The UUFA is a healthy congregation of 280 adult 
members and 120 children participating in the religious 
education program. We have two Sunday services to 
accommodate our growth. This year, the UUFA is 
celebrating our 60-year anniversary and 10 years of 
service from the Rev. Brian Eslinger. Rev. Eslinger has a 
collaborative leadership style that has fit well with our 
strong lay-leadership orientation. The religious education 
program emphasizes fostering relationships among the 
children and youth, social action, arts, intergenerational 
connections, and leadership development. We seek to add 
more explicit reference to daily and home-based spiritual 
practices and belief systems. The curriculum theme for 
the coming year is Unitarian, Christian and Jewish 
Heritage and is taught by volunteers. Go to 
www.uufames.org to learn more about our fellowship 
community. 

Ames is a pleasant community of more than 50,000 
people with affordable housing and excellent arts, 
outdoor, and medical facilities. Ames is located 45 
minutes from Des Moines and the Des Moines airport. 
Our award-winning, modern, and accessible building is 
centrally located next to the Iowa State University 
campus in a naturalistic setting. 
 
Responsibilities: 

·  Maintain well-established religious education 
program, including nursery through sixth grade and 
vibrant youth programs 

·  Advocate for and publicize the religious education 
program through newsletter, Web site, and other 
means of communication 

·  Recruit, train, and support youth and adult volunteers 
and staff 

·  Collaborate with the Religious Education Committee 
and the Youth-Adult Committee 

·  Coordinate with the minister and the Sunday 
Program Committee for events in the Sunday 
program such as intergenerational services and RE-
specific events 

·  Manage the religious education budget 

·  Plan 15-minute children’s worship for every other 
Sunday for Pre-K through sixth graders 

·  Expect to work three Sundays and two Wednesday 
evenings per month 

·  Position supervised by the minister 
 
Preferred Qualifications: 

·  Knowledge of child development 
·  Understanding of and commitment to Unitarian 

Universalism 
·  Strong interpersonal skills, ability to relate to people 

of all ages 
·  Strong written and verbal communication skills 
·  Experience working with children and youth 
·  College education preferred 

 
A more complete job description can be obtained from 
szilber@catalystcounseling.com. 
 
You may contact the Rev. Brian Eslinger with questions. 
 
Application Deadline: Most serious consideration will 
be given to applications received by Friday, May 18, but 
applications will be considered until the position is filled. 
 
Please mail a résumé, a letter of interest, and three 
references to: 

Suzanne Zilber, UUFA Search Committee, 
600 Fifth St., Suite 302 
Ames, IA   50010 
Phone: 515-232-5340 
FAX: 515-232-2070 

 
Search Committee Members: Sarah Carlson, Brian 
Eslinger, Doug Jones, Faith Winchester, Suzanne Zilber, 
and one youth yet to be selected. 
 
NOTE: Fellowship members may be able to fill two part-
time positions — one focused on pre-K through sixth 
grade and one focused on youth. 



Page 8 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ames May 2007 

Have you seen these UU Web Resources? 

UUA.org has a brand-new look. The redesigned Web site features: 
·  a VISITORS section devloted to those discovering Unitarian 

Universalism 
·  stories of CONGREGATIONAL LIFE from — and about — our member 

congregations 
·  a one-stop shop for MEMBERS & FRIENDS with information about 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, PUBLICATIONS, and EVENTS 
·  images of Unitarian Universalists from across the country 
·  a LEADERS area featuring a comprehensive LIBRARY with resources 

for all who share ministry: ministers, committee members, fundraisers, 
administrators, lay leaders, educators, volunteers 

·  a section for nurturing your SPIRITUAL LIFE through Today’s Sermon 
or Today’s Reading 

·  NEW and SOCIAL JUSTICE sections focusing on Unitarian 
Universalism’s witness in the larger world 

 

 
 
 

The Church of the Larger Fellowship 
asks you to invite a friend to check it 
out! 

Do you know someone who: 
·  would benefit by a spiritual 

community available 24/7? 
·  works on a Sunday morning? 
·  lives in an isolated area? 
·  does not have access to a local UU 

church? 
·  is housebound and unable to attend 

a local church? 
·  is an active member of a local 

congregation who wants more? 
·  is a church staff person or religious 

professional who would enjoy a 
congregation of their own? 

 

Go to www.clfuu.org and click on the 
“Welcome Banner” across the screen. 

 
 
Oh, and check out the UUFA’s very own 
Web presence at www.uufames.org, 
including the newsletters at 
www.uufames.org/archive/newsletters.html 
and the orders of service at 
www.uufames.org/archive/bulletins. 
 

 

Washington Office for Advocacy: Mobilize UU Congreg ations  
The mission of the Washington Office for Advocacy at www25.uua.org/uuawo/new/ is to influence public policy 
decisions made by the U.S. Congress and Administration on issues of concern to the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. The office also provides support and resources to congregations and individuals seeking to create change 
in their communities and states. It has recently launched online action campaigns, making it easier for you to make 
your voice heard in the halls of Congress. The issues listed as of April 24, 2007: 

·  Support a Woman’s Right to Choose 
(www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/UUA/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=11082) 

·  Stop the Iraq War  
(www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/UUA/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=6951) 

·  Support Women and Youth in their Struggle with HIV/AIDS: the PATHWAY Act 
(www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/UUA/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=4889&t=campaign.dwt) 

·  Support Comprehensive Sexuality Education: the REAL Act 
(www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/UUA/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=4939&t=campaign.dwt) 

·  Support International Family Planning: Focus on Family Health Worldwide Act 
(www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/UUA/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=6900) 
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UUFA COMMITTEES AND GROUPS 
AMES FOR DARFUR 
Ames for Darfur has a core group of four members who have 
applied for student organization status through ISU and have 
also planned to participate in WelcomeFest and ClubFest in the 
fall. We have had two meetings so far and are starting to create 
a plan of action to start educating the community about the 
crisis in Darfur. Membership is open to anyone who wants to 
make a difference! For more information, please contact us. 

– Alissa Stoehr 

AMOS (A MID-IOWA ORGANIZING STRATEGY) 
Our next UUFA AMOS meeting will be Tuesday, May 8, at 
5 p.m. in the Tower Room. All are welcome. 

– Tammi Martin 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 
Student Group: The Student Group is officially on summer 
hiatus. Enjoy your break! We will resume meeting on Sunday, 
Aug. 19, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Campus Ministry Committee: The Campus Ministry 
Committee is not on hiatus and is busily planning for the start 
of the school year next fall. All interested parties are invited to 
come to our meeting Tuesday, May 22, 7 p.m., to talk about 
continuing this important endeavor. 

– Dawn Cooley 

CARING MINISTRY COUNCIL 
If you know of some Fellowship member or friend who needs 
help, please don’t hesitate to call the office, Brian Eslinger, 
Trish Strah, or Lynne Van Valin. 

– Trish Strah 
– Lynne Van Valin 

CHRISTIAN AFFINITY GROUP 
The Christian Affinity will next meet Sunday, Aug. 19, when 
we will begin our exploration of Joan Chittister’s book, Called 
to Question: a Spiritual Memoir. Jean Marie Marsden will be 
ordering books at the end of May. If you are interested in being 
included in this group order, please contact Jean Marie by 
May 30. Call and leave a message with your name, contact 
information, and number of copies you’d like. Have a great 
summer! 

– Jean Marie Marsden 

CONSCIENTIOUS KNITTERS 
Conscientious Knitters will meet from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in the 
Youth Room on the third Sunday of the month, May 20. Note 
the change of place and time! New knitters are, of course, 
always welcome. 

– Marty Helland 

DAYTIME CIRCLE 
The Daytime Circle meets in the Tower Room at 1:30 p.m. 
every other Monday. This month, we will meet May 14. We’ll 
take Memorial Day off and then resume Monday, June 4. We 
are an open circle, welcoming new members, but we maintain 
confidentiality so people can share their deepest concerns. 

– Lotus Miller 

DENOMINATIONAL CONNECTIONS 
General Assembly is the annual gathering of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association of Congregations. This year, it is from 
June 20 to June 24 in Portland, Ore. The theme is Choices That 
Matter. At these gatherings, we make overall policy for 
carrying out the purposes of the Association and direct and 
control Association affairs. Voting at each regular and special 
GA is by accredited delegates from certified member 
congregations, certified associate member organizations, and 
trustees. Each certified UU congregation is allowed one voting 
delegate for every 50 members in the congregation. Our UUFA 
delegates are self-selected by virtue of their desire and 
willingness to attend GA. If more members choose to attend 
than our delegate allowance, we’ll find a way to decide who 
would be our voting delegates. But the reality of attending GA 
is so much more! Imagine meeting with UUs from all parts of 
the country; participating in workshops, worship, spiritual 
practices, discussions, and social activities; exchanging ideas; 
sharing personal and fellowship experiences; and creating new 
friendships. And also at this 2007 GA, the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee will hold a full-day training to 
increase awareness and organize action to bring peace and 
justice to Darfur. 

– Jean Marie Marsden 

EMERGENCY RESIDENCE SHELTER MEALS  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
As you know, the Fellowship has been providing the Tuesday 
evening meal at the Emergency Residence Project for nearly 20 
years, which means that many of us have a lot of experience. 
These oldies know the drill: They have a couple of standard 
menus tucked away that they pull out when it comes time to 
take the meal; they take their kids along to prepare the meal at 
the shelter; they’ve collaborated with friends — the I’ll-bring-
salad-and-dessert-if-you’ll-bring-a-casserole model. And 
they’ve flown solo, cooking at home and, after hauling the 
food in, sharing the meal with the shelter’s current residents 
and the staff. They’ve done variations on this theme for a long 
time, and some oldies are tired and wish names would 
magically appear in the slots on the sign-up sheet. 

Good news! Serendipity! We’re hearing from others who 
haven’t yet participated in the ERS meals project — we’ll 
respectfully call you ERS Meal Newbies — but want to give it 
a try. To answer this need, we’ve created MEALS: Modeling 
Experience And Lending Support. Joanne and Chris and a 
couple of other ERS oldies have agreed to collaborate with 
anyone who wants to take an ERS meal for the first time. 
How can you participate? Sign up for a date that is convenient 
for you and check the box in the “Newbie” column. We’ll have 
your oldie get in touch with you to get the process started. 
 – Chris White 

– Joanne Barnes 

Shelter Meal Volunteers 
May  1: Nesbitt/Sherman 
May  8: Molgaard 
May 15: Barnes/Diyankova 
May 22: Spalding 
May 29: Marten/Thies 

EMERGENCY  
RESIDENCE 

PROJECT 
Providing  Food  and Shelter  
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UUFA COMMITTEES AND GROUPS 
GALLERY IN THE ROUND 
The new exhibit:  

HIROMI OKUMURA, Shade of Light (oils) 
April 21 – June 9, 2007 

Reception: Friday, April 27, 5 to 7 p.m. 
and 

PEDRO LUJANO, Malinalli Art (fused glass) 
Coming in June will be exhibits of members’ collections. What 
do you collect? Pictures, wood, stones, plates … ??? Call Jean 
and share your ideas. 

– Jean Hagert Dow 

HISTORICAL JESUS GROUP 
Are you interested in the origins of Christianity and the 
historical Jesus? Do you enjoy books by John Dominic 
Crossan, Paula Fredrickson, or Karen Armstrong? If yes, this 
long-established book club may be for you. Currently, we are 
discussing When Jesus Became God by Richard E. Rubenstein. 
We are now meeting at the Fellowship in the Tower Room on 
the third Sunday at 7 p.m., so join our group on May 20! This 
will be our last meeting until September. 

– Marty Helland 

KINETIC SPIRITS – CHOOSE TO DANCE! 
You choose how fast or slow to move. 
You choose the positions of your limbs and torso. 
You choose your unique style of action. 
You can also choose to bring your favorite music CDs. 

Choose to join like-spirited souls in life’s dance in Fellowship 
Hall Thursday afternoons from 4 to 5 p.m. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

– Deborah Kline 

KITCHEN CADRE 
Don’t forget to check out the lost-and-found table by the 
ground floor coat rack the first weeks of May. Also, the 
Fellowship is going “green” with natural cleaning solutions. 

– Nancy Schroeder 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
This is an open invitation to the Fellowship from the Dustin 
Berger Memorial Library Committee for two kinds of 
opportunities. We need regular committee members (to set 
policy, discuss/decide on requests made to the committee, etc.), 
and we need helpers who don’t necessarily want to do 
committee things but would like to help with specific tasks 
(shelving returned books, helping to decide on and order new 
books, organizing the children’s books, cataloguing new 
acquisitions/donations, etc.). We meet as a committee the 
second Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m., and helpers often 
join us at 10:30 to complete the work that has accumulated. 
We’re also always open to suggestions for library purchases 
from anyone. Contact co-chairs Anita Beal or Barb Abbott for 
more information. The current committee includes Anita, Barb, 
Roger Berger, Benette Sherman, and Tom Muhlenbruch 
(computer guru). Helpers include Peggy Earnshaw and Sue 
Ann Peck. Come join us in whatever capacity appeals to you! 

– Barb Abbott 
– Anita Beal 

MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION GROUP 
The Mindfulness and Meditation group meets Sunday evenings 
from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We continue to have 
an excellent turnout each week despite breaks, weather, and 
busy schedules! We’ve had several suggestions for our next 
text but may go a few weeks with assorted programs or 
meditations first. We need to establish an email list of 
interested people. Joel will have a sign-up sheet available, but 
you can also email the main office to be put on the contact list. 

– Joel Geske 

MUSIC: FELLOWSHIP VOICES 
We are hoping to expand the ranks of the Fellowship Voices 
for the all-musical Memorial Day service Sunday, May 27. We 
will have Sunday rehearsals between services in addition to the 
Wednesday evening rehearsals. If you would like to join us as 
part of this Spirit of Life musical service, you’ll be very 
welcome! Rehearsals will be: Sundays: May 6 (9-9:50 a.m.), 
May 13 & 20 (10:10-10:50 a.m.) and Wednesdays: May 2, 9, 
16, & 23 (7:30-9 p.m.). 

– Erv Luedders 

PARTNER CHURCH 
We’re off to Tordátfalva! Eleven UUFAers are heading to 
Transylvania in early June for five days with our partner church 
congregation. We will renew our friendships, enjoy the 
hospitality of our partner congregation, see historic UU and 
Transylvanian sights, and work alongside our partners as we 
transform an unused parsonage into a usable tourist facility. We 
will end the trip in magical Budapest. 

– Kitty Fisher  

POTLUCKS  
After the wonderful promotion of potlucks last month in this 
newsletter, they didn’t happen for a variety of reasons. May 
will be a different story. We’ll do them the third weekend: May 
18–20. This will be your last opportunity to host a potluck for a 
while. Please call if you can host; I’ll need several this month. 

– Bobbie Warman 

PRAIRIE SAGE CIRCLE: EARTH-BASED SPIRITUALITY  
Children with May baskets, bright and bold. Couples dancing 
the Maypole, with ribbons to hold. Over and under weaving 
ribbons with colors of Spring. Waiting for sunset, the fires to 
light. Dancing for hours in the flames so bright. Bring to us 
healing, bring to us warmth, pulsing and swaying they lift up 
their arms. Drawing the Moon, to join in their celebration of 
life renewed. Join us on the fourth Monday of each month, 
7 p.m., in the Tower Room.  We will be discussing our own 
celebrations, foods, crafts of Beltaine, and the rites of Spring. 
We continue to discuss Earth Spirit Warrior by John Stowe. 

– Tammy Hartmann  

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
The Publicity Committee will meet Wednesday, May 2, at 
2 p.m. to review this year’s achievements and brainstorm (and 
divide tasks) for next year. Please join us! 

– Nancy Tepper  
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UUFA COMMITTEES AND GROUPS 
SKADBERG SCIENCE CIRCLE 
The Skadberg Science Circle will meet Tuesdays, May 1 and 
15, at 7 p.m. at the Fellowship in the Youth Room, discussing 
Lester R. Brown’s Plan B 2.0: Rescuing a Planet Under Stress 
and a Civilization in Trouble. The book is online at www.earth-
policy.org/Books/PB2/Contents.htm. We will take the summer 
off and start our fourth year of science videos and discussion in 
September. There are many science videos in the Ames Public 
Library, and Sam has a collection of personal videos listed at 
edu-observatory.org/uufa/science_video_resource.html. 

– Sam Wormley 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY & ACTION: TRADITIONAL  
Half of our non-pledge offering this week will go to the 
Lincoln Way Chapter of the American Red Cross, a volunteer-
led humanitarian organization that provides relief to victims of 
disasters and helps people prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
emergencies. It also provides CPR and disaster-preparedness 
training. Check out www.lincolnwayarc.org. 

– Alissa Stoehr 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YOU. From a grateful 
Stewardship Committee and congregation, a special thank-you 
to everyone who participated in this year’s fund drive, It’s 
Worth the Drive, and to all who attended our events, including 
a successful 60th anniversary celebration. We are pleased to 
announce that to date we have raised $230,000, which 
surpasses last year’s totals. We are very excited to have had 
such a great year, and these pledges will help us all fulfill the 
UUFA mission in 2007-2008. If you have not yet made your 
pledge, please consider doing so in the next week or two. 

– Shaun Keister 

UU WRITING GROUP 
The UU Writing Group will meet in the Dustin Berger 
Memorial Library Monday, May 14, at 7 p.m. Please submit 
your writing to Barbi by May 8, or take copies to the meeting. 
New members are welcome! 

– Barbi Greenlaw 

WOMEN OF WISDOM (WOW) 
WOW is a community of UUFA women “over the speed limit” 
(ages 55+) who meet for conversation, laughter, and fellowship 
on the third Monday of each month. We next get together at 
7 p.m. in the Tower Room on Monday, May 21. We are an 
open group, welcoming to new members. Please join us! 

– Lynn Avant 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 
The UUFA Women’s Book Group will meet the first Monday 
of May, May 7, at 7 p.m. in the Tower Room. We will discuss 
A Thousand White Women: The Journals of May Dodd by Jim 
Fergus. The last book is June 4: Three Cups of Tea by Greg 
Mortensen 

– Barbi Greenlaw 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
The Women’s Spirituality Group will meet Tuesdays, May 8 
and 22, at 7 p.m. in the Tower Room. The group is currently 
reading The Art of Possibility: Transforming Professional and 
Personal Life by Rosamund Stone Zander and Benjamin 
Zander. Chapter 6 will be discussed on May 8, followed by 
chapter 7 on May 22. The Women’s Spirituality Group fosters 
spiritual growth and connection to women of the Fellowship 
and their friends and is open to newcomers at any time.  

– Cheryl Lawson 
 

 

New UUFA Game Show! Do You Know Your Kitchen?  
 

QUESTION: What do Joel Geske’s lunch and more than a quart of Half and Half Cream have in common?  
ANSWER: Both got pitched into the garbage because they were sitting unlabeled (and in the case of the Half and 

Half, past the “use by” date) in one of the UUFA kitchen refrigerators. 
Comment: The Kitchen Cadre has tried many approaches to keeping the refrigerators from becoming biohazard sites. Currently, 

all unlabeled items are fair game (or fair food?) for anyone using the kitchen. When the refrigerator is cleaned by one of the 
Kitchen Cadre (and this happens fairly often), unlabeled and/or outdated food is thrown away. 

 

QUESTION: If I’m having an event at the Fellowship that involves food, do I need to take condiments and spices? 
ANSWER: Not if it’s ketchup or salt. We seem to have enough of those items to last for about half a century. 
Comment: Check the condiment cupboard in the kitchen before you buy supplies. 
 

QUESTION: Where do I find the condiment cupboard? 
ANSWER: Miss Manners is tempted to make a flip rejoinder such as: “Have you checked your eyesight lately?” 

but being the well-mannered person she is, she will just sweetly remark that all cupboards in the kitchen have been 
clearly and attractively labeled as to contents. 

Comment: It would really help if you pay attention to labels when you’re putting things away, too. And, for your information, we 
have directions for all appliances, neatly filed in notebooks in a cupboard of their own. (Hint: Look over the stove.) 

 

QUESTION: Do we have a secret crew of gnomes, leprechauns, or elves who keep our kitchen so neat and clean? 
ANSWER: No, indeed, folks. It’s your Conscientious Kitchen Cadre who performs this work, assisted by those of 

you who remember our motto, “Your Mother Doesn’t Live Here!” 
Comment: Many thanks and kudos to those of you who pitch in and clean up and put away after yourselves or do tasks that you 

see need to be done. And a plea to the rest of you that you do likewise. THANK YOU! 
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 Letters 
 Needed! 

Most of you have heard that our intern minister, 
Dawn Cooley, met with the UUA Ministerial 
Fellowship Committee and was given a III rating — 
which means that, while they believe she has potential 
for the ministry, they have decided she is not yet 
ready to be fellowshipped and must return for an 
interview with the committee in another year. 

You probably also know that your UUFA 
leadership decided to challenge the MFC decision on 
two levels. One has to do with reforming the MFC 
rules and procedures, which we see as secretive, 
subjective, and lacking in standards. The other has to 
do directly with the decision in Dawn’s case. 

And that’s where you come in: We will be 
collecting as many letters as possible from Fellowship 
members who observed Dawn in ministerial roles this 
year and would like to comment on her level of 
proficiency as they see it. If you can do this, that 
would be great. Numbers will help, we think. 

If you want information about how the MFC 
evaluated Dawn, please talk to one of the members of 
her Intern Committee: Brenda Witherspoon, chair, 
Fritz Franzen (out of town, but probably reachable by 
email), Kali Hayslett, Deb Kline, and Sam Wormley. 

If you choose to write a letter, address it to 
“Members of the UUA Ministerial Fellowship 
Committee.” You can send it electronically to Brenda 
Witherspoon or leave it in her mailbox in the office. 
We’ll set an informal deadline of May 15 so we can 
get moving on this. Thanks for your help and support.
 – Mary Richards 

 

Annual Meeting: May 6,  
after single 10 a.m. service 
The annual UUFA congregational meeting mailing 

should have been received by all member households by 
April 21. (If you would like an electronic copy of the 
materials, please email the office.) A 40 percent quorum 
of members — that’s 112 people, folks — is required 
for several agenda items. 

Fellowship members will have three chances to 
participate in “Congregational Conversations” on annual 
meeting topics before the meeting itself: between 
services Sunday, April 29, and also at 7 p.m. that day, 
and at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 2 (potluck and 
discussion). Come and make your voice heard!  

If you will be out of town and unable to attend the 
annual meeting, you may authorize a member who will 
be attending to vote for you by proxy. 

From the ministerial intern: 

Maybe It Is, Maybe It Isn’t…  
There is a Taoist story of an old farmer who had 

worked his crops for many years. One day his horse ran 
away. Upon hearing the news, his neighbors came to visit. 
“Such bad luck,” they said sympathetically. “Maybe it is, 
maybe it isn’t,” the farmer replied. The next morning the 
horse returned, bringing with it three other wild horses. 
“How wonderful!” the neighbors exclaimed. “Maybe it is, 
maybe it isn’t,” replied the old man. The following day, his 
son tried to ride one of the untamed horses, was thrown, 
and broke his leg. The neighbors again came to offer their 
sympathy on his misfortune. “Maybe it is, maybe it isn’t,” 
answered the farmer. The day after, military officials came 
to the village to draft young men into the army. Seeing that 
the son’s leg was broken, they passed him by. The 
neighbors congratulated the farmer on how well things had 
turned out. “Maybe it is, maybe it isn’t,” said the farmer. 

This story speaks quite loudly to me lately, though with 
a bit of a twist. When I went before the Ministerial 
Fellowship Committee in March, and they recommended 
that I come back to see them yet again, I must confess I did 
not immediately take the balanced approach the farmer 
did, but I have been getting there. This “bump in the road” 
has forced me to change plans that I had previously taken 
for granted, and now I find that I am very excited to be 
returning to Minnesota to do a residency in clinical 
pastoral education (sort of like a student chaplain) in the 
Twin Cities. Maybe this is good, maybe it’s not, but it sure 
feels like a good way to turn lemons into lemonade, to mix 
my philosophical traditions. 

I find that when “bad luck” happens, I’m more able to 
detach myself from it and, like the farmer, respond, 
“Maybe it is, maybe it isn’t.” It helps that, like the farmer, 
most “bad luck” that has happened to me turns into good 
fortune. For example, if the MFC had not given me what 
was easily construed as bad news the first time (“Not ready 
yet; go do a full-time internship”), I never would have 
ended up here at the UUFA (a very good thing indeed!). 

But I must also confess that when good things happen, I 
usually just smile and say, “Yes, this is a good thing.” Not 
quite the balance that Taoism recommends, but it seems to 
appeal to my optimistic nature. I am hopeful that returning 
to the Twin Cities will be a good thing, even if it is not 
what I had originally planned. Of course, maybe it is, 
maybe it isn’t. Only time will tell. 

I wonder if something similar will be going on in the 
congregation in the coming months. There are so many 
changes afoot, what with the bequest and the changes that 
it will bring, as well as the departures of both Benette and 
me. Though these kinds of changes can be scary, they 
make room for latent potential to emerge. Maybe they are 
fortunate, maybe they aren’t. Only time will tell. – Dawn 
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From the president: 

Huge UUFA Involvement at PSD Annual Conference  
 
 

This newsletter column will just write itself, because 
there is so much to tell you about the Prairie Star District 
annual conference, held in the Twin Cities April 13–15. 

The structure of the conference is always familiar, but 
each time, the content is new, exciting, and stimulating. If 
you take advantage of the whole agenda, then Friday 
evening through Sunday morning can be very busy, with 
just enough time for sleep only if you plan very carefully. 

There are constant opportunities to connect with other 
UUs from as far south as Kansas and Missouri and as far 
northwest as the Dakotas, beginning with the Friends of 
Prairie Star reception on Friday afternoon. Prairie Star 
District contributors met and mingled, and this gave me 
the chance to talk about UUFA business with John 
Blevins, our PSD representative to the UUA Board of 
Directors, and with Martha Easter-Wells, finance and 
stewardship specialist. 

Our own UUFA minister played the bagpipes to lead 
in the traditional banner procession that officially begins 
the conference on Friday evening. And the first banner 
following him down the aisle was our own, held aloft by 
Rich Van Valin. UUFA presence continued on the 
podium for every general gathering, with Brian presiding 
over the last conference of his two-year term as Prairie 
Star District president. The Friday evening worship 
service drew vitality from “The Eclectics,” a UU pop-
rock-jazz group that got our juices flowing with its hymn 
accompaniments. 

Saturday morning always begins with breakfast 
discussion groups, so you find yourself enjoying good 
food and talking about a topic of interest to you and your 
tablemates — who may have been strangers to you just 
moments before. You can choose among 22 topics, 
alphabetically from “Accessibility as a Civil Right” to 
“Whence and Whereto Universalism.” I chose one 
devoted to environmental issues and came away with 
good contacts. 

A highlight of the conference is always the Saturday 
morning Judy lecture, given this year by Dr. Bill Doherty, 
a professor in the University of Minnesota Department of 
Family Social Science. He created energy and enthusiasm 
with his description of work to create an intergenerational 
religious education curriculum to make UU history 
meaningful in our present context. He also noted that 
UUs lack a liturgical calendar and that meanings of 
traditional religious holidays have faded as our 
denominational faith has changed. His remarks got a 
well-deserved standing ovation. 

Then we bustle off to the first of three workshops, and 
each workshop offers 10 or 11 different sessions to 
choose among. There were eight of us from the UUFA 

attending this conference (adult track, that is; two more 
attended the youth track), and three of those, Dawn 
Cooley, Benette Sherman, and Mary Sawyer, presented 
well-received, well-attended workshops. Sam Wormley 
was always in evidence recording the whole conference 
with his digital camera, and Dawn was very busy 
maintaining the Stonetree Congregational Resources 
booth. There are varied booths and the bookstore to 
engage your attention and your money. One congregation 
was selling handicrafts from Mano a Mano; another was 
touting its light-bulb exchange program. The youth had a 
booth explaining their conventions (called “cons”). 

At the Saturday banquet, Brian was recognized for his 
service to the district as an officer for the past several 
years, and Dawn was recognized for her prize-winning 
sermon. I regret that I can’t tell you about the late-
evening entertainment and youth-led worship service, 
because I crashed right after the banquet was over. 

Sunday morning, though, was really special. Breakfast 
was a sumptuous repast at the First Unitarian Society (the 
host congregation for this PSD conference), and the 
Sunday service featured a cantata titled Sources. The 
words, written by First Unitarian senior minister Kendyl 
Gibbons, were based on the six sources of our 
denomination’s religious philosophy. It was performed 
by a large choir, an orchestra, a children’s choir, soloists, 
and a rap musician, and it was fantastic! I’m hoping we 
can do a movement of it here soon. 

So, did anything I’ve written move you to attend a 
PSD conference in the future? I hope so. Next spring’s 
conference is in Omaha, and it would be wonderful to 
have a big UUFA contingent there. 

In fellowship,  – Mary

Board Briefs – April 11, 2007 
Discussion and action on items centered around 
recommendations to take to the UUFA annual 
meeting. Specific issues related to the use of bequest 
funds toward the purchase of the property to the 
south of the UUFA, for “green” and social justice 
projects, remuneration adjustment for the ministerial 
intern, and funds toward a new roof. The board also 
decided on the use of the Leadership Training Funds, 
approved delegates for the Prairie Star District annual 
meeting, and agreed to enter into a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the Story County Prevention Policy 
Board. The latter would officially recognize Rosa Unal 
as representing the UUFA on their board, which in 
turn would enable it to apply for a Drug Free 
Community Grant. 
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Our Mission 
We are a caring community of diverse individuals who come together to provide an environment which nurtures 
and educates our children, stimulates the study and practice of ethical and liberal religious ideals, supports the 
creative spirit in us all, and demonstrates concern for the environment and the broader community. 

 

Minister : Brian Eslinger ............................................................................................  515-292-5960 
  
Intern Minister : Dawn Cooley ..................................................................................  515-292-5960 
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries : Benette Sherman............................  515-292-5960 
  
Office Administrator : Becca Wemhoff .....................................................................  515-292-5960 

 
Officers of the Board  
President Mary Richards  
Vice president Dallas Thies  
Past president Brenda Witherspoon  
Secretary Trevor Nelson  
Treasurer Rosa Unal  
 

Next Board Meeting:  
7 p.m. Wednesday, May 9 

Board Members  
Barb Abbott  through 2007 
Wayne Beal  through 2007 
Tammy Hartmann  through 2008 
Janet Klaas  through 2007 
Amy Slagell  through 2008 
Faith Winchester  through 2008 
  also acting as RE representative 
Andrew Hanft  Youth representative  
 

The UUFA office administrator is available at the Fellowship: 
1 to 5 p.m. – Monday through Friday 

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. – Sunday 
The Fellowship Office will be closed Monday, May 28, Memorial Day. 
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